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UNICEF’s flagship annual report on global 
challenges and opportunities for children.

▪ 23 Tables of data

▪ ~200 Indicators

▪ >200 Countries and regions

A lot of data!

https://data.unicef.org/resources/sowc-2024/

The State of the World’s Children (SOWC)

https://data.unicef.org/resources/sowc-2024/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/sowc-2024/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/sowc-2024/
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Indicators manually extracted from different
sources.

Copied and pasted in Excel tables

Copied and pasted in inDesign by designers

Each step can introduce errors!

Hard to track mistakes

The process in the past



10/8/2025 From SDMX to Report 4

▪ SDMX Registry
▪ Always up-to-date

▪ Authoritative

▪ Single source of truth for data

SOWC is only one of many many
possible output formats.

The role of SDMX
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▪ A configuration file maps the API call to the 
column in the report

▪ The data is pulled from the SDMX APIs

▪ The output is already in PDF format, no 
designers involved

Fully automated →reduces manual work 
and errors

The process now
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The API call

https://sdmx.data.unicef.org/ws/public/sdmx
api/rest/data/UNICEF,CME,1.0/.CME_MRY0
T4.M._T

Dataflows directly into publication-ready

DATAFLOW REF_AREA INDICATOR SEX WEALTH_QUINTILE TIME_PERIOD OBS_VALUE
UNICEF:CME(1.0) AFG CME_MRY0T4 M _T 2022 61.07903326

The returned data

https://sdmx.data.unicef.org/ws/public/sdmxapi/rest/data/UNICEF,CME,1.0/.CME_MRY0T4.M._T
https://sdmx.data.unicef.org/ws/public/sdmxapi/rest/data/UNICEF,CME,1.0/.CME_MRY0T4.M._T
https://sdmx.data.unicef.org/ws/public/sdmxapi/rest/data/UNICEF,CME,1.0/.CME_MRY0T4.M._T
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We can produce other reports with minimal 
effort

Change:

▪ Images

▪ Narrative

▪ Configurations

The State of African Children 2025
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Summary

▪ One source of truth: SDMX registry

▪ COPE principle: Create once, publish everywhere

▪ Automation: Reduces errors, improves reproducibility

▪ Efficiency: From data to publication in one click

▪ Reusability: We can reuse the process for other reports

▪ Multilinguality: Easy to output multiple languages



Thank you
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