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CASD —  Securing Access to Confidential Data

The CASD (Secure Data Access Center) provides secure IT environments for processing confidential data for: 

Researchers
working with microdata 
from public and private 
data producers

Data managers 
using the platform to 
produce and manage 
microdata

IRDES
Institute for Research and Information in Health Economics 

Produces new datasets in the health field for statisticians 

and researchers



Health Services dataset

• 166 million records (healthcare services)

• 128 variables

• 70 GB on disk

Technical Issues

• Original processing in SAS

• Migration to R not easily suitable for large 

datasets from the user perspective

IRDES
USE CASE
Objective: produce a validated, transformed, 
and documented dataset for researchers



USER EXPECTATIONS AT CASD

• Ergonomics: 

• Browsing and exploring datasets 

• Using an enhanced editor 

• Managing data sources 

• Visualizing interactively the results of dataset’s transformations and validations

• Performance: Ability to handle efficiently large-scale data

• Additional benefit: Reusability and documentation in standard format



How did we address those expectations?
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CONCLUSION

VTL

Ergonomics Performance
Documentation in 
standard format



• Strong collaboration between Making Sense and CASD

• New features are continuously added 

• Open to partnerships & collaborations

Kamel Gadouche, 
Head of the Secure Data Access Center (CASD)

Website: https://www.casd.eu/en/
Contact: kamel.gadouche@casd.eu

Nicolas Laval, 
Lead Tech at Making Sense

Website: https://making-sense.info/
Contact: nicolas.laval@making-sense.info

CONCLUSION

Come visit us at our stand!
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