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Versioning in SDMX

Every Maintainable SDMX Artefact has a URN which is a combination of Agency, ID, 

version and artefact type. 

urn:sdmx:org.sdmx.infomodel.codelist.Codelist=SDMX:CL_FREQ(2.1)

In SDMX 3.X there are two types of versioning:

▪ 2-digit version

▪ 3-digit version numbers which must be semantically versioned

Namespace Package Class IDAgency Ver
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Semantic versioning

5.2.7-draft

Major: Backwards incompatible 

Minor: Backwards compatible 

Patch: Forward and backwards compatible

Extension: Optional, if present the artefact is mutable
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SDMX 3.X’s best feature…

Wildcard referencing - No longer need to reference a specific version of an artefact! 

Levels:

▪ Major: Wildcard at the major level allowing all major, minor and patch updates 

1+.0.0

▪ Minor: Wildcard at minor level allowing all minor and patch updates 2.3+.0

▪ Patch: Wildcard at patch level allows all patch updates 3.1.8+

Enables:

▪ Codelist inheritance

▪ Evolving data structures

▪ Etc.
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What's missing from the standard?

Artefact specific guidance on impacts on versioning of changes

▪ Is a given change a minor or major change?

▪ What flexibility do I have to decide the version number?

Guidance on wildcard references

▪ What are the implications of having wildcard references in different scenarios?

▪ Are their any concerns around having a Major or Minor wildcard reference?

Guidance on migration

▪ Semantic versioning is great; how can I actually implement it in my environment?
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General guidance

▪ Actions relevant to all maintainable 

artefacts.

► Changing description

► Changing validFrom

► Etc.

▪ Detailed guidance on changing references
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Artefact specific guidance

Describe show examples
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Guidance on wildcard references
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Guidance on migration
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Next steps

Feedback on Guidance

Continue to update with new versions of SDMX

▪ SDMX 3.0

▪ SDMX 3.1

Integration into standard and tools
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Q&A

https://github.com/sdmx-twg/semver 

https://github.com/sdmx-twg/semver
https://github.com/sdmx-twg/semver
https://github.com/sdmx-twg/semver
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